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Goals for Training
Parents will
1. Be knowledgeable about why the Chromebook was our choice 
2. Be familiar with the basic functions of the Chromebook
3. Be knowledgeable about the safeguards in place with the device
4. Be knowledgeable of the privacy issues that arise with devices 

owned by the District and the District’s commitment to transparency 
on these issues

5. Be knowledgeable about our vision for this program and 
understand how these tools impact student learning and student 
engagement



Why the Chromebook?
❏ The Chromebook is a simple operating system and can be reset 

easily if/when problems occur
❏ The Chromebook's battery life is very good, allowing students to 

use it throughout the day
❏ The Chromebook is easily monitored in a center called “Admin 

Console” that pushed information and programs to every device
❏ The Dell model is the best value and durable
❏ The Chromebook works seamlessly with Google Apps for 

Education which is our model for 21st century student learning
❏ The Chromebooks are affordable, costing the District less than 

$300 for the total equipment package



How does my student’s Chromebook work?

❏ The Chromebook assigned to your child can only be logged into by 
someone with a southmoreland.net account

❏ Your child’s Chromebook will save their credentials so that he or 
she will only need to put in his or her password to log in

❏ Southmoreland.net is our domain within Google, which provides a 
level of security for our users
❏ Students are not able to send or receive email outside of the 

Southmoreland.net domain
❏ We can block any questionable sites within the domain using 

the admin console



This icon will bring the 
students to applications that 
are on Chromebook, 
including Gmail, Google 
Drive, Google Calendar and 
Google Chrome.

This icon is for 
signing out of the 
Chromebook, 
WiFi and user 
settiings.



Your child’s 
files will be 
stored on 
Google Drive. 
Also, 
documents 
may be saved 
in files for 
local retrieval 
if Wifi is not 
available.  



Google Drive and Google Docs
❏ These tools will be frequently used by your child.
❏ The Google Drive is the “cloud” (electronic “trapper keeper”) for student 

materials and can be accessed from any device with a web browser.
❏ The Drive stores many different files, but works very well with Google Doc 

files. 
❏ These include: Docs, Sheets, Slides, Forms and Drawings. 

These applications have tremendous educational value.
❏ Your child can access his or her Drive after logging in by clicking on this 

icon:



File folders will be in each student’s 
Drive that are created by our 
Student Information System. 
Students MAY NOT delete these 
folders. They will have the same 
titles as the courses in which they 
are enrolled.



Students will click on the “New” button to 
make new folders, Docs, Sheets, or 
Slides. Students can then share them with 
teachers and peers.
Students can search for their documents 
in their Drives by typing the name in the 
search bar.



What do I do if I don’t have internet or the internet is 
out at home?

❏ Google docs allows you to use a function called “offline” on 
Chromebooks

❏ The offline function allows the Chromebook to save a certain 
amount of information on the Chromebook itself.

❏ This function must be started by the student the first time and we 
recommend that all students do that upon receiving the 
Chromebook.

❏ In the event that the student can’t connect to the internet, he or she 
will be able to access the most recent files on the Chromebook and 
work on them.

❏ The document will update to the Drive the next time the 
Chromebook is connected to the internet.



Gmail and student use
❏ Students are permitted to email on the Southmoreland.net domain. 

They are not able to email outside of the domain. 
❏ Students cannot receive email outside of the domain.
❏ The Gmail icon looks like this:



Students can organize their emails by creating 
“labels” in the Gmail applications.

Students can and should create labels for each 
class to store their class emails. This is a good 
way to keep organized and is done by selecting 
the emails to move and then clicking on the 
folder icon. Select “move to” and then choose 
the folder in which the emails will be saved. 



District Safeguards
❏ Students while on campus are subject to the filter service that runs 

at all times.
❏ Chromebooks are also automatically equipped with Safe Search 

which is a Google service.
❏ Safe Search helps to filter images that are explicit or 

inappropriate.
❏ The district blocks certain sites through our console. Therefore, the 

permissions to access sites will change as the sites are monitored. 
❏ Additionally, the district employs the GoGuardian system to further 

monitor and protect students from inappropriate and explicit 
material.



GoGuardian system







Transparency for Parents
❏ It is absolutely necessary to the Southmoreland Middle School and 

Southmoreland School District Administrative Team that transparency 
exists regarding privacy issues and these devices.
❏ We do not have the ability to enable or disable cameras built into the 

devices.  Cameras are permanently disabled for students and are only 
enabled if a Chromebook is stolen.

❏ Outside of our school network, we do not have the ability to see your 
child’s screen on the Chromebook.

❏ We do not have the ability to individually monitor the types of usage 
Chromebooks are getting through the GoGuardian service.

❏ We will be emailed if a flagged or blocked site or search is conducted 
at any time.



Transparency
❏ In the event that a Chromebook is stolen, it can only be used 

through a Southmoreland.net account. 
❏ If the device is “wiped”, the device will automatically attempt to re-

enroll the Southmoreland.net domain, making it unusable to that 
person.

❏ In the circumstance that a device were stolen and unenrolled from 
our console, GoGuardian will work with local authorities to enable 
Geolocation, keystrokes,webcam pictures and screenshots. This 
cannot be done unless a device is stolen and unenrolled from our 
district domain. The device must be considered stolen to be 
reported to GoGuardian with subsequent assistance from the local 
police to initiate these features.



What is Hapara?



Hapara
❏ Hapara is a program that interfaces with Google Apps for 

Education and our Student Information System.
❏ It organizes students by class and teacher so that the teacher can 

interact with each at the appropriate academic level.
❏ This tool allows teachers to:

❏ Share documents easily with students and classes.
❏ Differentiate assignments and group students for projects and 

activities.
❏ Organizes group communication from teachers to students.
❏ Monitors class discussions on Chromebooks.
❏ Monitors web browser usage during class time (only accessible 

within school and during school hours).





Why are we going Google?
❏ As part of our relentless focus on student learning, we know that 

our students must be prepared to show what they know in 21st 
Century ways.

❏ We want to ensure that ALL students receive the highest quality 
learning that we can provide.

❏ We want to provide students with realistic and authentic learning 
experiences that will translate into post secondary work and 
education.

❏ We want our students to have access to the most innovative and 
powerful information available so that they can use that information 
to grow as productive and successful citizens.





Thank you for coming!


